November 17, 2011

Apparently, because of the lack of in-
terest by the Democrats in seeing that
there is a deal done, it would appear
they don’t mind having the cuts to
Medicare.

And that’s what was puzzling me last
week.

After they hear how far backwards
Republicans are willing to go on the
supercommittee, how is it that the
Democrats end up walking away, basi-
cally, from what they wanted? So I
struggled to try to figure out what it
was that would keep them from being
desperate to cut a deal with the Repub-
licans because surely they don’t want
those cuts to Medicare.

Then I realized, well, Democrats are
100 percent totally responsible for the
$500 billion in cuts to Medicare that are
contained within ObamaCare. They
also know that millions of dollars of
Republican campaign money will be
spent next year in probably talking
about the $500 billion in cuts that the
Democrats solely, on their own, pushed
through in ObamaCare and that unless
there is at least a couple hundred bil-
lion in cuts to Medicare, then at least
that amount would result from a fail-
ure to pass some kind of bill from the
supercommittee.

Unless there’s something like that,
the $5600 billion that the Democrats cut
from Medicare last year is all anybody
is going to basically be talking about
in the next election.

But if the supercommittee fails and if
the House and Senate don’t pass what
they’ve sent, then we’ve already seen
the rhetoric begin: Republicans, they
say, are wanting to cut health care;
they’re wanting to cut Medicare.

So now we see how it’s playing out.
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Some, apparently, on the Democratic
side—not all, but some, apparently the
leadership of the Democratic Party—
apparently the President—want to see
a failure so they can campaign against
Republicans saying, No, they didn’t
want agreement anyway; and look at
the cuts to Medicare that they’ve
forced. I don’t see any other expla-
nation for the cavalier attitude of the
Democratic leadership and not pushing
so hard to get an agreement to avoid
the massive cuts to Medicare. Even
with the massive cuts, it won’t be as
big a cut as ObamaCare was to Medi-
care; but it will be enough, apparently,
for them to campaign and try to de-
monize the Republicans.

Apparently tomorrow we're going to
vote on a balanced budget amendment.
It will either be House Joint Resolu-
tion 1 or House Joint Resolution 2.
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House Joint Resolution 1 has a cap on
spending that we can’t go above, a per-
centage of gross domestic product. It
requires a supermajority in order to
raise taxes. That’s House Joint Resolu-
tion 1. That’s what passed out of com-
mittee after a long and exhausting day
of debate and amendments.

But we’re bringing to the floor joint
House Resolution 2. It just says, You've
got to balance the budget. I know there
are those who say, Well, that would
mean that our decisions start being
made by the courts. Well, 49 out of 50
States, as I understand it, have a bal-
anced budget requirement in their con-
stitutions. Their courts don’t make
those decisions. I don’t see why it
would be otherwise if it was. Under the
Constitution, we’ve got the power to
restrict jurisdiction for everybody but
the Supreme Court. We could do that if
that’s what we chose to do.

We’re in a mess, because we're not
doing the things we promised we would
when we ran and got elected to the ma-
jority, the very things the Democrats
lost the majority in this House because
they didn’t fulfill. It’s time to get seri-
ous about our promises.

Everybody is aware of Francis Scott
Key who wrote our wonderful National
Anthem. As my time runs out, I want
to finish tonight with something else
that Francis Scott Key said. On Feb-
ruary 22, 1812, he said this:

The patriot who feels himself in the service
of God, who acknowledges Him in all his
ways, has the promise of Almighty direction,
and will find His Word in his greatest dark-
ness, ‘‘a lantern to his feet and a lamp unto
his paths.”” He will, therefore, seek to estab-
lish for his country, in the eyes of the world,
such a character as shall make her not un-
worthy of the name of a Christian nation.

We’ve got a lot to do if we’re going to
live up to our commitments, our oaths.
A balanced budget amendment with a
spending cap is what we need to do.
That’s what we passed out of com-
mittee in regular order. That’s what I
would vote for tomorrow. Since that’s
not coming, then I don’t want to push
through a balanced budget amendment
that requires ever-upward spiraling
taxation because, as we’ve shown this
year, without a Dbalanced budget
amendment, Congress doesn’t have the
will to cut spending, not a majority of
the House and Senate both.

It’s time to live up to the commit-
ments we’ve made and what we owe our
creator, our maker. If we’ll do that, we
can have another 200 years of greatness
as a Nation. If we don’t, as Abraham
Lincoln said, This Nation will die by
suicide. I want it to live and flourish. I
want us to keep our commitments.
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With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today and the balance
of the week on account of attending an
important event in the district.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of
attending the funeral of a family rel-
ative.

——————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2112. An act making consolidated ap-
propriations for the Departments of Agri-
culture, Commerce, Justice, Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development, and re-
lated programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2012, and for other purposes.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 1412. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
462 Washington Street, Woburn, Massachu-
setts, as the “Officer John Maguire Post Of-
fice”.

——

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on November 16, 2011 she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 398. To amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act to toll, during active-duty
service abroad in the Armed Forces, the peri-
ods of time to file a petition and appear for
an interview to remove the conditional basis
for permanent resident status, and for other
purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, November 18, 2011, at 9
a.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for speaker-authorized official travel during the
second, third and fourth quarters of 2011, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:
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